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PREFACE

This book is entitled "Syllabus Design for English Language
Teaching". It mainly provides detailed elucidation of the process of
designing a syllabus as one of systematic steps of curriculum
development in language teaching. Curriculum development in
language teaching should be done since it implies an effort carried out
by the language teachers to improve the quality of language teaching
through some stages of systematic planning such as a needs analysis,
formulation of learning objectives, development of syllabus and
teaching materials, teaching materials’ implementation as well as
evaluation to find out the effectiveness of the curriculum by taking into
account the achievement of learning goals in language teaching
program.

The theoretical basis used to elucidate the syllabus design
procedures in this book is the theory of curriculum development
propounded by Jack C. Richards (a professor of applied linguistics at the
University of Sydney Australia) in 2001. Richards is of the opinion that
curriculum development in language teaching can be done through
seven systematic stages i.e. needs analysis, situational analysis,
planning learning outcomes, course organization, selecting and
preparing teaching materials, providing for effective teaching, and
evaluation. Based on Richards’ theory, syllabus design lies in the stage
of selecting and preparing teaching materials in which Richards himself
termed it as course planning and syllabus design stage. The section has
been the focus in the elucidation of this book.

According to Nunan (1988), syllabus design is to select and to
organize teaching materials (selection and grading of content). The
concept has led the writers make serious efforts to introduce a model of
syllabus design which is developed by several systematic procedures
ranging from conducting a needs analysis, preparing teaching
materials, to setting up stages of evaluation to prove the effectiveness
of the implementing the syllabus design and its developed teaching
materials. For the reason, this book generally includes some
information on the discussion of:
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a. The status of English in the education system of Indonesia and the
outcomes of English teaching all this time according to researchers
in the field of language teaching,

b. the distinction between the terms of curriculum and syllabus
therewith the syllabus design theory from the standpoint of ESP and
Language Program Development,

c. theory of needs analysis as the main cornerstone in the
development of syllabus design,

d. the concept and the theory of communicative competence based
syllabus design,

e. the systematic stages in designing a competency-based syllabus
ranging from preliminary stages with the needs analysis, the stage
of teaching materials development, as well as the stage of reviewing
the learning outcomes.

f. A practical example of a study which is presented to make the
readers clearly understand how to apply the stages of developing
the communicative competence based syllabus design.

With this work, the writers have made effort to give a
contribution to the development of syllabus design theory in particular
and the theory of curriculum development in general by presenting
views on syllabus design and framework which are different from the
pre existing syllabus designs and frameworks in English teaching. In
addition, the syllabus design is developed in three simple and
systematic stages as a solution to the confusion of some English
teachers all this time in designing course syllabus and developing
teaching materials which suit their students’ needs. Accordingly, a
course syllabus and its teaching materials are no longer developed
based on teachers’ intuitions and perceptions, but based on a needs
analysis for the sake of attaining highly qualified learning outcomes.

Makassar September 30,2015
The authors,

Abdul Hakim Yassi
A.Kaharuddin Bahar
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